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Guemes Ferry Weekend Update
Thanksgiving Sailing Schedule

On Thursday, November 27, the ferry will be in service on a holiday sailing schedule. This means we will operate on
the Saturday nonpeak schedule, with the last run departing Anacortes at 10:00 p.m. The ferry will run on the normal
sailing schedule Friday through Sunday.

Please note, county offices, including the ferry business office, will be closed November 27 and 28 in observance of
the holiday.

Annual Community Meeting

We are hosting a virtual community meeting on Monday, December 15", at 6:00 p.m. over Zoom to share a few
updates about the ferry along with projects and maintenance periods scheduled for 2026. We will send out a link to
join the meeting after the Thanksgiving holiday.

If you have any questions, or would like to suggest topics for the presentation from Public Works staff, please feel

free to email ferrycomments(@co.skagit.wa.us.

Current Tickets Expire after 12/31/2025

Please remember all tickets purchased in 2025 will expire after December 315, 2025. The County Commissioners
recently adopted Resolution #R20250259 to establish the 2026 ferry fare schedule. The new fares will go into effect
starting January 1, 2026. Tickets for 2026 will be available for purchase later in December. When those tickets are live,

we will send a notice to the listserv.

The County Commissioners also adopted Resolution #R20250260 to establish a method for riders with non-expiry
COVID punch cards to convert the remaining rides to the electronic ticketing system. Riders with these tickets may
continue using the paper punch cards through the end of 2025; however, these must be converted to the electronic

ticketing system to keep using the remaining rides after December 31, 2025.

You can read more about the process to convert non-expiry COVID punch cards on the website here.


mailto:ferrycomments@co.skagit.wa.us
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Common/Documents/LFDocs/COMMISSIONERS000036/00/00/24/000024dd.pdf
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Common/Documents/LFDocs/COMMISSIONERS000036/00/00/24/000024e3.pdf
https://www.skagitcounty.net/PublicWorksFerry/Documents/Ferry%20Rider%20FAQ_Punch%20Card%20Conversion%20Notice.pdf

Ferry Budget Available Online

The 2026 preliminary Skagit County budget has been posted to the Budget and Finance website. There will be a
public hearing on the preliminary budget on Monday, December 15, at 10:00 a.m. and written comments will be
accepted through December 1st at 4:30 p.m. Written comments may be emailed to commissioners(@co.skagit.wa.us or
mailed to 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA 98273, ATT: 2026 Budget.

The ferry division 2026 preliminary revenue and expense reports have been posted separately to the ferry budget
website. The county-wide expense and revenue reports posted to the Budget and Finance Department website are
broken down by fund. The ferry division is funded through the road fund; however, the full expense and revenue
reports are not broken down by individual divisions, which is why you will not see any line items specifically for the
ferry on the full reports. Expense and revenue reports for specific divisions can be shared with anyone who requests
them and the ferry division reports have been posted online for your review.

14-Year Ferry Capital Improvement Plan

Each year the ferry division prepares a 14-year capital improvement plan for review and adoption by the County
Commissioners. This plan assists the county engineer and ferry division in planning for capital projects that pertain to

replacement and improvement for the Skagit County ferry system.

The plan serves as a general guide for long-term planning, thus does not require strict adherence. As events unfold,
plans may change as the needs of the ferry system and the available financing become clear. The Board of Skagit
County Commissioners, with advice from the county engineer, will ultimately decide on capital improvements based

on priority and available funds.

The County Commissioners will be hosting a televised presentation on the 14-Year Capital Improvement Plan on
Tuesday, December 9t at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room. You may join the meeting in-person ot via
Zoom or TV21 on the Commissioners website. The draft plan will be posted online next week, and we will send a

listserv notice when it is available.


https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/BudgetFinance/2026Budget.htm
mailto:commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us
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