






































































































































































































































 
 

General Land Office (GLO) Survey Plats 
Skagit County 

 
 
 
 
"The surveyors, as they are respectively qualified, shall proceed to divide said territory into townships of 6 miles square, 
by lines running due north and south, and others crossing these at right angles, as near as may be, unless where the 
boundaries of the late Indian purchases may render the same impracticable, and then they shall depart from this rule no 
further than such particular circumstances may require...As soon as 7 ranges of townships and fractional parts of 
townships, in the direction from south to north, shall have been surveyed, the geographer shall transmit plats thereof to 
the board of treasury, who shall record the same, with the report in well bound books to be kept for that purpose." 
Land Ordinance of 1785 



General Land Office Plats 
 
Between 1785 and 1930 the United States General Land Office (GLO) 
contracted surveyors to map the largely unsettled regions of the country for the 
purpose of subdividing and selling the land to settlers moving west.  These maps 
show the legally binding township and section lines, areas of each section and 
quarter section available for sale, water bodies and significant natural and 
cultural features as recorded in the field notes. This work for Washington State 
began in 1851. 
 
The survey was based on six mile square grids called townships.  Each township 
was then subdivided into one mile square units called sections. Each section is 
then subdivided into sixteen forties (40 acres).  Due to the curvature of the earth 
adjustments had to be made on the resulting plats. In addition, certain areas of 
land were not available for sale and the boundaries of the survey stopped at the 
edge of these areas.  Examples of such areas include: Indian reservations, 
donated land claims, military reservations, some bodies of water and mining 
claims.  Such forties were called government lots. 
 
In the event that information on the scanned images is hard to read hardcopies 
are available in the Public Works records vault. 
 
Measurements: 
Acre = 208.7 feet by 208.7 feet (43,560 square feet) 
Acre = 160 square rods 
Acre = 10 square chains 
 
Rod = 16.5 feet 
Chain = 66 feet 
 
Mile = 5,280 feet 
Mile = 320 rods 
Mile = 80 chains 
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