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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENT TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN BY
REMOVING POLICY 7A-1.2 OF THE HOUSING ELEMENT

WHEREAS, The Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) requires the County
to update its Comprehensive Plans and implement development regulations every 10 years (RCW
36.70A.130); and

WHEREAS, The Washington State legislature passed HB 1220 which requires all counties
and cities planning under the Growth Management Act to plan for and accommodate housing
affordable to all income levels; and

WHEREAS, On June 23, 2025, Skagit County amended the Housing Element of its
Comprehensive Plan to meet the new state requirements. To reinforce this approach, the County
amended the Comprehensive Plan to include Policy 7A-1.2, explicitly supporting the use of ADUs as
an affordable housing strategy in rural areas; and

WHEREAS, On August 18, 2025, an appeal of the 2025 Comprehensive Plan update was
submitted to the Growth Management Hearings Board challenging the inclusion of Policy 7A-1.2
which supports Accessory Dwelling Units as an affordable housing type in rural areas; and

WHEREAS, Skagit County agrees to remove Policy 7A-1.2 to resolve the appeal while also
disagreeing that the policy does not comply with the Growth Management Act; and

WHEREAS, This amendment will not impact the County’s overall approach to affordable
housing in rural areas, as numerous other policies continue to support this effort. Additionally, no
changes are being proposed to the County’s development regulations; and

WHEREAS, The Comprehensive Plan amendment was released to the public for comment
from November 20, 2025, to December 5, 2025. No public comments were received. A public
hearing was held by the Planning Commission to receive public testimony on January 13, 2026; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission deliberated and issued a Recorded Motion and
recommendation for approval of the Comprehensive Plan amendment (Attachment 1); and

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the Planning Commission
Recorded Motion.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS:

Section 1. The amendment removmg Policy 7A-1.2 from the Skagit County 2025 Comprehensive
Plan, attached as Attachment 2, is adopted as the latest version of the Skagit County Comprehensive

Plan.

DATED this 2] day of % 2026.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

wawitig, SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON
\\ L \1-(-'.(?(/4,//(/
\\\‘\5)"\»‘\:"\58/0}0 = @V\/
; SEAL eg Ron Wesen, Chair
5 PSS
2 Q‘o'-.,é‘ouﬁ_.-;\\é}s
ZNVITNS
e\ Peter Brownin
\
Joe Burns, ' 1oner
Attest:
Cletk of the Board
Approved orm: Appro to Cofteht:
T~ / ~{
Civj uty Prosecuting Attorney rtthent Head '




Skagit County Planning Commission
www.skagitcounty.net/planningcommission
Chair Tim Raschko Vice Chair Tammy Candler

Members Angela Day, Xuhua Mu, Amy Hughes, Jed Holmes, Kiera Wright, joe
Woodmansee, Patsy Good

Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Skagit County Planning Commission’s Recorded Motion regarding
Comprehensive Plan Amendment- Housing Element Policy 7A-1.2

Proposal publication date: December 24, 2025

Proposal name: Comprehensive Plan Amendment- Housing Element
Policy 7A-1.2

Documents available at: www.skagitcounty.net/2025CPA

Public hearing body: Skagit County Planning Commission

Public hearing date: Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Written comment deadline: Friday, December 5, 2025 at 4:30 p.m.

PC deliberations (closed January 13, 2026
record public hearing):

After considering the written and spoken comments and considering the record before it, the
Planning Commission enters the following findings of fact, reasons for recommendation, and
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on the Comprehensive Plan
amendment to remove policy 7A-1.2 from the Housing Element.

Findings of Fact and Reasons for Recommendation

1. Periodic Comprehensive Plan Updates. The Washington State Growth Management Act
(GMA) requires cities and counties to update Comprehensive Plans and implement
development regulations every 10 years (RCW 36.70A.130). Comprehensive Plans are
20-year policy documents which guide the community vision for growth population,
housing, and employment, transportation, capital facilities and utilities, parks,
recreation and open space, rural areas, and protection of natural resource lands (RCW
36.70A.070). .

2. Continuing Review of Comprehensive Plans. RCW 36.70A.130 mandates that Skagit
County’s Comprehensive Plan and corresponding development regulations be subject to
continuing review and evaluation.



3. Growth Management Act Affordable Housing Requirements. The Washington State
legislature passed HB 1220 which requires all counties and cities planning under the
Growth Management Act to plan for and accommodate housing affordable to all income
levels.

4. Skagit Countywide Planning Policies. Skagit County’s Countywide Planning Policies
require that 20 percent of the housing and population growth go to rural areas in Skagit
County. As a result, the County is required to plan for and accommodate affordable

housing in the rural areas.
5. 2025 Periodic Comprehensive Plan Update. On June 23, 2025, Skagit County amended

the Housing Element of its Comprehensive Plan to meet the new state requirements.
Given the constraints of the GMA and the limited sewer infrastructure in rural areas, the
County identified Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) as a feasible and appropriate form of
affordable housing in these locations. To reinforce this approach, the County amended
the Comprehensive Plan to include Policy 7A-1.2, explicitly supporting the use of ADUs
as an affordable housing strategy in rural areas.

6. Evergreen Islands Growth Management Hearings Board Appeal. On August 18, 2025,
Evergreen Islands submitted an appeal to the Growth Management Hearings Board
challenging the inclusion of Policy 7A-1.2. The appeal asserts that the policy “fail[s] to
prevent urban sprawl and contain rural development and thereby fail[s] to comply with
Growth Management Act Planning Goal 2...”.

7. Appeal Settlement. Skagit County PDS is proposing to amend the 2025 Comprehensive
Plan by removing Policy 7A-1.2 to facilitate a settiement agreement in response to an
appeal before the Growth Management Hearings Board. While PDS disagrees with
Evergreen Island’s view that Policy 7A-1.2 does not comply with the GMA, PDS and
Evergreen Islands agree removal of the policy is a good resolution to the dispute.

8. Affordable Housing Approach. This amendment will not impact the County’s overall
approach to affordable housing in rural areas, as numerous other policies continue to
support this effort. Additionally, no changes are being proposed to the County’s
development regulations. This amendment is not expected to negatively affect the
County’s ability to meet the affordable housing requirements of the Growth
Management Act.

9. Public Comment and Public Hearings. The Comprehensive Plan amendment was
released to the public for comment from November 20, 2025, to December 5, 2025. No
public comments were received. A public hearing was held by the Planning Commission
to receive public testimony on December 16, 202S.
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Recommendation

The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of County Commissioners approve the
Comprehensive Plan Amendment to Housing Element Policy 7A-1.2.

Commission Vote Support | Oppose Absent Abstain
Tim Raschko, Chair X

Tammy Candler, Vice Chair X

Jed Holmes X

Xuhua Mu X

Amy Hughes X
Angela Day X

Jjoe Woodmansee X

Kiera Wright X

Patsy Good X

Total 4 3 1 1

The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of County Commissioners adopt the
2025 Periodic Comprehensive Plan update as recommended.

This recorded motion is approved on this 13t day of January 2026.

SKAGIT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON
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Tim,‘wkv, Chair
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January 13, 2026 - Planning Commission Recorded Motion
Comprehensive Plan Amendment- Housing Element Policy 7A-1.2

[/ 324

Date

Date

Page 3 of 3



“JOREIBYD jeinI pue sease Ymois

Ueq.n Joj UoISIA S AJIUNLIWOD 8L Y3 Jualsisuod Buisnoy ajppiw pue ‘BuiBesase
82)8 JO] 'sjuauIdO[eABp JlUn pauue|d ‘Bunisisnio ‘sawioy Aug ‘spun Suyemp
Aiosseose ‘Buiieys-swoy ‘Buisnoy-0a 'syun Builemp paysene se yans suodo
8uisnoy pue sanbjuyoaey Suisn luswdojanap pue |jul 0y mccz:_% aniean

Adde 01 seaie |eunu pue ueqin ui siepjoysxels pue $J30npoJd Suisnoy y3m yJom

'sdnoib swodul jje 1oy apimAunod Ayijiqepioye Guisnoy
jo @bue. |ny e soy s3UNLIOddO a3npoud |jIm Jey) saunseaw juawdolanap
pue ‘Aioyenbas ‘jenueuly jo wesboud anissauboid e uiejuiepy

T'z-¢z Ajod

-yl |eory

Aujiqepioyy Buisnopy

\ e L Sy s
b A i I e TR T

TR T o T WV,
Moo oo

i b st maai e S cons i ke -
2

‘Buisnoy eauoddns
juaueuisd pue ‘sis)jeys AduaBiawe ‘Buisnoy Asuediaws ‘sewoy dnosd ‘Buisnoy

Aweyynw ‘Buisnoy painoeynuew ‘snay ‘Suisnoy 8|ppIWw ‘03 pajiul| J0u Ing
‘Buipniou; spioyesnoy STUGIUT MO| AjeWwaiiXa PUe Mo| Aaa ‘Mo| ‘ajeiapou 4o}
Spaau jelluspisa. paiwaiod pue Buijsixa Jog apimAiunod pue| Juauyns Ajijuap)
‘Ayuno) sy U7 sanoib

Swodul jje Joj uoipafosd uonreindod yum aced daay o3 Ayzedes pue|
IUSDIYNS St B3Iy pue Isisalp 57 sadAl Buisnoy 4o A|ddns 3yl 3ey] ainsuy

o
o

Ao
| b

T'T-wZ Adyod

v/ |eog

Amjuenp Suisnoy

3310 pue s|eon




