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Crude by rail unloading facility
Equilon Enterprises LLC dba Shell Oil Products US
SEPA, Floodplain, other county, state & federal permits

P33502 350234 0 010 0005

8505 South Texas Road, Anacortes, WA 98221
3,4 34N
33,34 35N 02 X
Padilla Bay
Rural (Skagit County)
X X Anacortes
Shell PSR site: 50 acres
A-UD (Skagit County); LM1 (City of Anacortes)
Cand V4 5301510225C 1/3/1985
X
X X

X City of Anacortes

See attached sheet.
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Within the 200-foot shoreline buffer, landward of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM), Burlington Northern Santa
Fe (BNSF) would be revising their existing rail line. Revisions would be performed entirely within the existing BNSF
right-of-way. These revisions include adding a short section of rail and some rail switches to allow a unit to fully
enter the Shell property while minimizing any impacts to track traffic along the same rail line. Additionally, access
roads with turnouts would be provided on either side of the rail spur. If this work could not be performed, backups
could occur on the BNSF mainline thereby causing delays of trains and vehicular traffic in the vicinity. As the
existing BNSF line is within the 200-foot shoreline buffer and is landward of the OHWM, modifications could not
occur for this project. Shell's existing capacity would decrease proportionally to the decrease in output from
Alaska's North Slope, with no viable alternative for providing fuel.

The Anacortes Spur of BNSF’s Bellingham Subdivision extends 12.4 miles west from Burlington to Fidalgo, and
hosts daily rail service. This line segment is the westernmost surviving segment of a former Great Northern branch
that connected Anacortes and Rockport which was built in 1890, well before passage of Skagit County's Shoreline
Master Program. The rail line skirts Padilla Bay for some distance before travelling parallel to South March Point
Road in the vicinity of the project area. Due to the distance needed from the new rail switches to the new Shell
railroad spur for operations and safety, work within the BNSF right-of-way could not be conducted outside of the
200-foot shoreline buffer. This site contains wetlands and the rail spur alignment was developed to avoid affecting
the wetlands as much as possible. Alternatives to doing work within 200-feet of the shoreline were analyzed but
the off-site project option would require a rezone from agricultural to industrial use, which is not consistent with
Skagit County farmland protection goals and policies.

Design of the project would be compatible with other permitted industrial uses in the area and would not cause
adverse effects to adjacent properties or the shoreline environment designation. Transportation facilities, including
rail, are permitted in the Rural shoreline area. All work would be done within BNSF's existing right-of-way or further
interior to the Shell PSR site. The railroad switches and new rail line would be low-lying and would not cause an
adverse effect to surrounding properties. Per the Shoreline Master Program transportation facilities in rural areas
should use existing transportation corridors within the shoreline which is consistent with this project. In addition,
railways should be allowed on shorelines in rural areas. The railway would be designed, constructed, and
maintained to prevent and/or control all debris, overburden, runoff, erosion, and sedimentation generated from the
rail switches and spur.
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This variance, if authorized, would not constitute a grant of special privilege. Transportation facilities are allowed in
the Rural shoreline area. Any individual seeking to construct a rail spur, rail switches, access roads or stormwater

ponds in the shoreline, landward of the OHWM, would also require a shoreline variance. The work as proposed is

the minimum necessary to afford relief; all work would be done within BNSF's existing right-of-way or interior to the
Shell PSR site.

The public interest will suffer no substantial detrimental effect due to this shoreline variance. All work activities
would be conducted within the BNSF right-of-way or interior to the Shell PSR site. No new structures would be
constructed for the rail spur, switches or access roads. Normal use of the BNSF rail line would continue. There
would not be a detrimental effect to the shoreline due to implementation of the project.
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A Shoreline Conditional Use Permit is not requested for this project.
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In order to respond to the increased availability of Mid-continent Crude and other crudes of
opportunity and the gradual decline of output from Alaska's North Slope, Shell Puget Sound Refinery
(PSR) proposes to construct and operate a new rail facility at the existing refinery to receive crude oil
via the adjacent Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) mainline. The project consists of building a
rail spur on the property with equipment to pump oil from rail cars into the refinery. Approximately
one unit train is planned per day, with approximately six trains per week in and out of the facility. In
addition to the rail facility construction, new road connections and stormwater facilities would be
constructed and two pipelines and some Puget Sound Energy (PSE) power lines would be relocated.
In order to mitigate for 21.41 acres of permanent wetland impact, 3.88 acres of indirect wetland
impact, 0.41 acres of wetland conversion, and 0.24 acres of long-term temporary wetland impacts on
the Shell PSR site, Shell would purchase credits at a Skagit County wetland mitigation bank.

The site is largely flat and contains Kinder Morgan and Olympic pipelines, a parking/laydown area,
railroad, roads, PSE powerlines and fences. The site also contains wetlands, which are largely
grazed and used as pasture land by a local farmer and forested vegetation. There are several
ditches and one stream on the site. The greater refinery site contains several structures including
pipes, tanks, process equipment, a rail spur, parking and buildings.

The site is the Shell Puget Sound Refinery, which contains heavy industrial uses. The rail facility is
located east of the refinery operations in an area that contains wetlands. A major portion of the
wetlands is used as pasture land by a local farmer. Two pipelines (Kinder Morgan and Olympic) and
existing PSE power lines presently run through the property. Surrounding uses include the refinery,
grazed pasture, undeveloped forest, and East March Point Road. This site has been owned by the
refinery since 1958. The maijority of the project area is used for grazing and pasture.
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