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From: Hanson, Jana
To: linda piazza; Maggie Buckley
Subject: Fwd: County jail site
Date: Sunday, January 12, 2014 4:48:21 PM

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID

-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: County jail site 
From: Dennis Parent <parentease46@gmail.com> 
To: "Hanson, Jana" <janah@mountvernonwa.gov> 
CC:

Skagit County, and Mount Vernon in particular, are at a crossroads.  Are we serious about the huge potential
 economic benefits of tourism in our area?  The pending decision about where to locate the new jail will be decisive
 in answering that question for decades to come.

We have observed older "downtowns" in other locations that work, in terms of attracting tourism dollars and
 incubating successful small retail businesses.  We have lived in Skagit County for 30 years and observed the
 struggles--and potential--of downtown MV.  From a taxpayer perspective, it is frustrating to see money spent on the
 riverfront development & beautification, followed by discussion of now locating the new jail so close by.   We have
 also invested in the train depot and the Lincoln Theatre.  It reminds me of significant tax dollars going to Bay View
 Ridge development planning, which now seems wasted.  Can we not make well conceived decisions about long
 term future goals for our county, and then stick to those plans?  It seems to me that tourism should be a very high
 priority for Skagit County, given our stunning natural beauty and diversity.  The potential upside is huge!

Downtown Mount Vernon, like it or not, represents the "welcome mat" for our county.  Putting the jail so close by
 will be a potential knock out blow to a dream that many of us hold for our collective future.  Travel up and down
 the I-5 corridor between Seattle and the Canadian border and there is little to remark upon beyond the shopping
 centers.  Dare to think that Mount Vernon could be that unique place that draws people looking for Something
 Different.  Dare to dream of something better than mediocre.

Put the jail somewhere else.

Sincerely,

Dennis Parent 
Bay View
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From:                              Hanson, Jana
Sent:                               Wednesday, January 22, 2014 4:08 PM
To:                                   Beacham, Linda; Maggie Buckley
Subject:                          Fwd: Choosing a new location for the jail
 
 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID

 -------- Original Message --------
 Subject: Fwd: Choosing a new location for the jail
 From: Hollie Skinner <hollie@haytonfarmswa.com>
 To: "Hanson, Jana" <janah@mountvernonwa.gov>
 CC:

Janah,
Hayton Farms Inc. has many apprehensions about the possibility of locating the jail in the Alf Christianson Seed property.
 Our farm owns multiple properties nearby and we are concerned about the repercussions of building a jail in this
 neighborhood. Our first concern is that our properties house many of our employees. Having a jail right outside their homes
 would lower their quality of life. Who wants their child playing outside right next to a jail or to have to look at such an
 eyesore? We as a community are marginalizing the lower income community by putting up a jail in there backyard. Second, a
 jail would most likely lower the property value of the homes in the surrounding area. As a small business owner this is of
 course a concern. 
 
Thank you,
 
Robert Hayton
 

 
--
Hollie Skinner
Distribution Manager
360-391-9283
hollie@haytonfarmswa.com
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