A Resolution of the Growth Management Act Steering Committee
Adopting Criteria and Procedures for Urban Growth Area Boundary
Modifications

Whereas the “2002 Frathework Agreement” among Skagit County, the City of Burlington, the
City of Mount Vernon, the City of Anacortes, the City of Sedro-Woolley, and the Town of
LaConner seeks to promote coordinated growth management planning that is consistent with the
Washington State Growth Management Act; and

Whereas the Framework Agreement established the Growth Management Act Steering
Committee comprised of County Commissioners and Mayors to develop consensus on regional
plans, policies and issues; and

Whereas the Growth Management Act Steering Committee is authorized by the Framework
Agreement to develop and recommend Countywide Planning Policies for adoption by Skagit
County, and to make recommendations on Urban Growth Area expansions; and

Whereas the process of modifying Urban Growth Areas requires detailed analysis under the
Growth Management Act and County and City or Town (Municipal) comprehensive plans and
development regulations; and

Whereas the County, the Municipalities, property owners and citizens would all benefit from
clear and agreed-upon policies and criteria for Urban Growth Area modifications; and

Whereas the County and Municipalities have worked cooperatively over the past year with the
assistance of a grant from the Washington Department of Community, Trade and Economic
Development to develop proposed Urban Growth Area expansion procedures and criteria; and

Whereas the Growth Management Act Technical Advisory Committee comprised of County and
Municipal planning directors recommends to the Growth Management Act Steering Committee
that these procedures and criteria be adopted.

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that the Growth Management Act Steering Committee agrees
to adopt and implement the Urban Growth Area Modification Criteria, as shown in Attachment
1, on a provisional basis and recommends their ultimate adoption as Countywide Planning
Policies by Skagit County

Passed this 27" day of June, 2007.
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Attachment 1

UGA Modification Criteria
As Approved by the Growth Management Act Steering
Committee and Recommended for Adoption by
Skagit County as Amendments to the
Countywide Planning Policies

June 27,2007



Recommended Amendments to Countywide Planning Policies UGA Modification Criteria

Recommended Amendments to the
Countywide Planning Policies

Proposed new CPPs are in underline format.

!

1.9  To allow for a comprehensive review and assessment of cumulative impacts, all

UGA boundary review proposals shall be considered once every seven (7) vears,

beginning in the year immediately following completion of the county’s GMA-

required seven (7) year review and update of the plan, except where boundary

adjustments may be allowed more frequently by CPP 1.10.

1.10  The county may change adopted UGA boundaries more frequently than the once

every seven (7) vear cycle required in CPP 1.9 only when one or more of the

following conditions are met:

1.

The boundary adjustment is necessary to make minor technical corrections to
a UGA boundary due to a mapping error or to be more consistent with

identifiable physical boundaries such as natural features, roads, or special
purpose districts. Minor boundary adjustments shall not increase the buildable

land development capacity by more than 1 percent within the affected UGA.

The boundary adjustment is the result of an emergency comprehensive plan
amendment by the affected jurisdiction in accordance with RCW
36.70A.130(2)(b).

The boundary adjustment is necessary to comply with changes to state or

federal laws, regulations or standards.

When required as part of a compliance order from the Western Washington

Growth Management Hearings Board or court of higher authority.

The boundary adjustment will permanently preserve a substantial land area
containing one or more significant natural or cultural feature(s) as open space
and will provide separation between urban and rural areas. Provided that the
boundary adjustment does not result in a significant increase to population or
employment capacity. The presence of significant natural or cultural features
shall be determined by the respective legislative bodies of the county and the

municipality or municipalities immediately adjacent to the proposed
expansion, and may include, but are not limited to, landforms, rivers, bodies
of water, historic properties, archaeological resources, unique wildlife habitat,

and fish and wildlife conservation areas.

There is less than 50% remaining of the vacant and buildable land base
residential. commercial, or industrial. respectively) that was designated

within the incorporated and unincorporated areas of the particular UGA based
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