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Basis of Stormwater Permits
� 1948- Federal Water Pollution Control Act

� 1972- Federal Clean Water Act 

� 1945- RCW 43.54 Water Pollution Control

� 1987- RCW 90.48 Water Pollution Control

� 2007- Ecology- Phase II National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System Permit 

(NPDES)

� 2012- Ecology issued new Phase II permit 

� 6/30/2016- final product and reports due 



Stormwater Permit Boundary

� “For all counties….the geographic area of 
coverage is the urbanized areas and urban 
growth areas associated with permitted 
cities….”

� Boundary set by Ecology based on Census 
population

� Revised from 2007 permit

� County petitioned to remove Ag-NRL land 
from permit boundary; Ecology agreed

� Cities have their own permits







Exemptions- Appendix 1

� Forest Practices regulated by Title 222 
WAC

� Commercial Agriculture, except:
� Converting forest to agricultural  

� Constructing impervious surfaces

� Oil and gas field activities

� Pavement maintenance without 
upgrading

� Underground Utilities



S5. Stormwater Management 

Program 
� C.1 Public Education and Outreach
� C.2 Public Involvement
� C.3 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
� C.4 Controlling Runoff from Development
� C.5 Municipal Operations and Maintenance

Focus on C.4: 
C.4: The new permit requires new development 
regulations, including review and 
recommendation by the Planning Commission 
and approval by County Commissioners 



Phase II Permit CurrentCurrentCurrentCurrent

Requirements 

� Ordinance to address runoff from 
construction sites

� Permitting process with plan review, 
inspection and enforcement 

� Verify adequate long-term operation and 
maintenance of post-construction 
facilities

� Record of inspections

� Staff training



Phase II Permit UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate

Requirements 

� Review, revise, and make effective local 
development-related codes, rules, standards, 
and enforceable documents to incorporate and 
require Low Impact Development (LID) 

� Make LID the preferred and commonly-used 
approach as outlined in the document 
Integrating LID into Local Codes: A Guidebook 
for Local Governments (Puget Sound 
Partnership, 2012)

� Minimize impervious surface, native 
vegetation loss, and stormwater runoff 



Phase II Permit UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate

Requirements 

Submit a summary of the review and 

revision process to Ecology, including:

� A list of participants 

� Codes, rules, standards, and other 
enforceable documents reviewed 

� Revisions made to those documents to 
incorporate and require LID 



Low Impact Development (LID)
� A land development strategy that 

emphasizes protection and use of on-site 
natural features to manage stormwater 

� Integrates engineered, small-scale 
stormwater controls into the site design 

� Used at the parcel and subdivision scale 

� Primary goal: no measurable impacts to 
receiving waters by maintaining pre-
development surface flow volumes and 
durations 



Natural Water Cycle



Skagit County Project

Brookings Memorial Rain Garden



Skagit County Project 

Street Waste Decant Facility



Skagit County Project 

LID demonstration parking lot



Review

� Why do this at all? 

� From September presentations on 
Stormwater: 

○ Reduce pollution in rivers and Puget Sound by 

filtering stormwater

○ Recharge groundwater 

○ Moderate stormwater flow, reduce flooding

� Permit requirement



Stormwater Code 2015 Update



Stormwater Code 2015 Update



Website

� http://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/P

lanningAndPermit/StormwaterUpdate.htm



LID Handbook



Approach

� Update or add new definitions (e.g. hard surface, 
development, LID) to SCC 14.04.020, Definitions

� Update SCC 14.32, Drainage to:
� Rename to Stormwater Management
� Reorganize chapter to clarify applicability
� Change language regarding the Stormwater Manual to 

adopt the 2012 manual countywide (without LID 
requirements outside NPDES area)

� Set maximum impervious area
� Update thresholds to match current manual
� Add native vegetation requirements

� Modify minimum parking requirements in SCC 14.16



Timeline
� Sept. 9, 2014  Stormwater and LID study 

session with Planning Commission

� January 6, 2015  Planning Commission Work 
Session on NPDES Permit requirements

� Spring 2015- Presentation of a proposal to the 
Planning Commission

� Late Spring 2015- Planning Commission public 
Hearing

� June- July 2015- Planning Commission 
deliberations

� July 2015- BCC deliberation, adoption



Next Steps
� Staff develop code amendments

� Internal review, consult with stakeholders

� Publish proposal to website

� Written comment period, public hearing

� Planning Commission recommendation

� Board of Commissioners review

� Adoption by July 2015


