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Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes

Thursday, October 20,2022

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm with the following park board members
in attendance:

Board Members present: Tim Manns, Jose Riefkohl, Greg Francioch, John Semrau,
Elizabeth Detillion, Chris Allen, Adriana Suarez, and Kevin Loy

Staff Members and Representatives: Brian Adams and Greg Adams

Members from the Public: None

The September minutes were discussed and passed with minor amendments. Elizabeth
made the motion and it was seconded by Tim.

Board Discussion:

Drones in Parks: There was Board consensus for drone free zones in campgrounds and at
events, and at sport field activities. Kevin wanted to ensure the director was allowed to
provide discretion to make adjustments due to emerging circumstances. A discussion about
whether a permit should be required for flying drones within SC Parks. Greg discussed
some of the advantages of a permit requirement with a registration system. After 30
minutes of discussion it was decided that most drones are already regulated through the
FAA and that our policies should be site specific to certain areas. At this time, permits won’t
be necessary but we will continue to monitor our parks to determine if further action will
be required.

NSRA Veterans Park: John stated that horses should be eliminated from ADA Trail and
signs should be posted. The ADA surface won’t withstand for the substantial weight of
horses. John recommended a secondary path alongside the ADA path. New gate has been
placed and its locked at night.

| Staff Report:

Recreation:

Although fall programs are still ongoing and will be finishing up in mid-December, we're
already looking forward to the winter and spring. The Boys SWISH Basketball League (100+
teams expected again in 2023) will begin games on Saturday, January 7t to kick off our
winter program season. Our staff is currently busy with Boys SWISH registrations and
assisting organizing teams locally as needed for this regional program that will have teams
from Canada, the islands and from throughout Skagit, Snohomish and Whatcom counties. In
December we’ll also get our sign-ups for practice & tournament use of the Skagit Valley
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Playfields, which is highly anticipated by youth and adult teams for these

AIKS v Rococedtion ‘premiere’ northwest softball/baseball fields

HMSP:

We are working on shoreline issues so that we can be in position to have a
restroom replaced in the day-use area. We will be requesting funds in our
2023 budget for this replacement.

Skagit Playfields:

Soccer fields: A meeting to discuss the short-term and long-term plans for
the properties on the east side of the campus is scheduled for November 30.
Potential partners include SVC, MVSD, City of Mount Vernon, and SCPR. We
believe there is an opportunity to utilize the property in a way that will
benefit all parties.

Softball fields: We have hired SRV Construction to do the paving project and
weather has delayed completion. Its possible that the job won’t be completed
until spring due to the temperatures.

Adjourn.
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