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Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Minutes

Thursday, January 19, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm with the following park board members
in attendance:

Board Members present: Tim Manns, Jose Riefkohl, Greg Francioch, John Semrau
Elizabeth Detillion, Chris Allen, Adriana Suarez, and Kevin Loy

Staff Members and Representatives: Brian Adams and Greg Adams

Members from the Public: Virginia Tautscher (Vtautscher83@gmail.com)

Board Discussion:

Documenting artifacts at historic farmlands: Virginia introduced herself as a hobbyist
who has been metal detecting at historical sites all over the state of Washington, the
Philippines, and New York. Her interest is to preserve items for future generations via
recovering and displaying items for the public. Virginia was attracted to NSRA from its
history and mission. She appreciates that it was a self-sustained farm in which the patients
produced food for the mental institution and other public institutions within the state.
Virginia is reading Mary McGoffin’s book about the history of the facility and wants to
ensure the artifacts aren’t lost to attrition as the public slowly but steadily finds historical
remnants at the park. Virginia purports to be very meticulous in her work and is sensitive to
native vegetation.

The board discussed the proposal. Tim talked about the NPS policies in which metal
detecting is strictly prohibited. He also mentioned the Park is on the national historic
registry, including all of the ag buildings. As a facility recognized for its cultural existence,
Tim felt further discussion with Mary McGoffin and Kelly Bush would be helpful. A hike
through the facilities with the Olmstead Society could prove to be helpful as well. Kevin felt
that the Upper Skagit Tribe should have an opportunity to speak to this proposal. The
Board felt the discussion should be revisited at the February or March meeting.

Young’s Park: This was a discussion about a potential acquisition so the notes will be very
general. The landowner adjacent to our property sustained property damage during the
king tide events in December. This same landowner owns the tidelands in front of our park.
A discussion about a potential property exchange was discussed. This matter needs to be
discussed further with the BOCC to see if there is support for attaining the tidelands.
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Conway Park: John has a history with this area, both personally and professionally. The
assessor map seemingly has some parcels that don’t match the chain of title transfers.
These land discrepancies may include land owned by the Dike District, Skagit County, and
the Fire District. The Board asked that we follow-up with a meeting to discuss the
discrepancies. We will start with the assessor and GIS offices.

| Staff Report:

NSRA: The Veterans Park Plaza is close to meeting the grant requirements with RCO. To
complete our project and close the grant we will need to install solar panels on the picnic
shelter. The contract has been signed and the panels will be placed within eight weeks.

We continue to collaborate with The Skagit Trail Builders as we complete the final trail
projects. New maps and wayfinding signs are being completed and are being installed.

The non-profit organization responsible for the veteran placards is having issues with
timely installation. We are working with them to resolve this issue. The placards are selling
at a clip of about 15 per month and we anticipate more now that there has been further
advertisement.

BERP: We have been informed that our department continues to have management
responsibilities for the Burlington-Edison Regional Park on B-ESD High School

property. Although we believed this park was officially transferred, we don’t have a record
of the transfer and because there was RCO funding used to develop the facility, RCO has
contacted us about compliancy. We are hoping to work with the B-ESD to unravel this and
didn’t know if there was an agreement on record indicating a transfer of management. Our
department hasn’t had this park in our inventory, maintained or improved this park in
twenty or more years.

Adjourn.
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