' Skagit County Organized for the Protection of Elders ’

In October 2009 the National Committee for the Prevention
of Elder Abuse awarded Skagit Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault a small grant to establish and maintain a
community-based elder abuse prevention network.
Skagit County was one of 12 communities approved for
the program, out of 70 applicants nationwide.

SCOPE is a collaborative network of public and private
sector agencies and interested people focusing on elder
abuse detection, intervention and prevention strategies.

Our goal is to increase public awareness of elder abuse
and exploitation through community outreach,
education and resource development.

SCOPE needs interested community members!
If you would like more information about SCOPE or
are interested in attending an upcoming meeting,
please call:

360.848.5365




Seeony 5[0
Preventing crime

agaimst Seniors

Skagit Valley Herald staff

LOCAL

News Desk: 360-416-2143 / citydesk@skagitpublishing.com

MOUNT VERNON |
_ Learn about prevent-
ing crimes against .moaﬁ.:.m b
and watch an award-win- |
ning documentary about
a senior citizens’ chorus
Sunday at an event spon-
sored by a new oom::oz

ed to help seniors.

moﬂ.w honor of Older
Americans Month, the
group Skagit County
Organized for the Pro-
tection of Elders and the
Mount Vernon Police
Department will show
«Young@Heart” and offer
tips on how to protect
seniors from crimes.

The documentary film
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By MARTA MURVOSH . : government agency and ask
Staff Writer a senior for personal finan-
cial information.

“They make a lot of this
mail look like official gov-
ernment mail and threaten
to cut off Social Security
payments if it’s not filled
out,” Dolan said.

The high number of com-

MOUNT VERNON
— Communities in Skagit
County lead the nation in
fraud and consumer com-
. plaints per capita.

People in the Mount Ver-
non-Anacortes urban area
'made 685 complaints per

features the New England
senior citizens’ chorus,
which performs songs by
James Brown, the Point-
er Sisters, the Bee Gees,
Sonic Youth, the Clash,
and Bruce Springsteen.
The event will start at
1:30 p.m. Sunday in the
Lincoln Theatre, 712 S.
First St. Don and The
Melodians, an Anacortes-
based band, will perform.
For information M&OE
e movie, contact James
Ws. Dolan at 360-336-2939
or jbdolan@jbdolan.com.
For the hotline .woa
Skagit County Oﬁm.wENwa
for the Protection of
Elders, a 885::5-@&@&
elder abuse prevention
coalition, call 36(-848-5365.
competitor was Anacortes
High School.
Nalk Harhar

Mount

100,000 residents in 2009 to
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, according to the FTC’s
Sentinel Network.

This caused the two com-
munities to be ranked first
in a per-capita ranking of 50
communities with consumer
fraud complaints to the FTC.
Bellingham, the only other
ashington city on the list,
ranked 33rd.

Elder advocates say many
»f those complaints to the
“TC were likely from senior
itizens who may have been
ictimized.

The new group, Skagit
‘ounty Organized for the

Protection of Elders, is
working to prevent neglect
and crimes against seniors
by educating the elderly and
their families, friends and
neighbors.

SCOPE includes rep-
resentatives from Skagit
Domestic Violence and Sex-
ual Assault Services and the
Skagit County Community
Action Agency. ,

Today, SCOPE will part-
ner with Mount Vernon
police to show the documen-
tary “Young@Heart” at 1:30

p-m. in the Lincoln Theatre
in Mount'Vernon.

At the event, police offi-
cers will talk about scams,
how they work and what
people can do to protect
against them. .

“Most are someone tak-
ing advantage of them for
financial gain,” wrote crime
prevention Sgt. Mike Don in
an e-mail Friday. .

Common scams include
claiming to be a relative in
trouble in another coun-
try, and getting seniors to

give money to claim a lot-
tery prize, for risky or illegal
investments, or for unnec-
essary or shoddy home
improvements. .

The National Center on
Elder Abuse estimates as
many as 5 million seniors are
wvictims of financial exploita-
tion each year,-and only one
in 25 cases is reported.

James Dolan,-a Mount
Vernon lawyer who special-
izes in elder issues, said con
artists play on seniors’ fears.
Some pretend to represent a

plaints per capita in the
Anacortes/Mount Vernon
area may stem from a high
concentration of seniors. In
2008, 15.2 percent of Skagi-
tonians were 65 or older,
according to the U.S. Census
Bureau, compared to 12 per-
cent statewide.

“Over the past 20 years, a
lot of people have moved up
here to retire,” SCOPE co-
chairwoman Sandi Everest
said. “We have retirees who
have money.”

B Marta Murvosh can be
reached at 360-416-2149 or
mmurvosh@skagitpublishing.
com.
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