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Skagit County
Board of Commissioners
Ron Wesen, Fitst District
Kenneth A. Dahlstedt, Second District
Lisa Janicki, Third District

4pn15,2017

Chai¡m¿n Brian Cladoosby
Swinomish Indian Tdbal Community
11404 MootageWay
La Conner, WA 98257

RE: Swinomish Indian Tribal Community Claim to March's Point Region

Chairman Cladoosby,

We write regatding the Match's Point area, which you assert is part of the historic Sv¡inomish Indian Tribal Communiry
("SITC') reservation. We attach a copy of the map SITC has publicly circulated, depicting cuffent and expanded
resewation boundades.

As we have pteviously expressed, the Match's Point area forms ¿ substantial poftion of the tax base for the County,
City of Anacottes, Anacortes School Disttict, and others. Moteover, SITC's assertion that the March's Point area is
part of the SITC tesewation is creating uncertainty and distress for hundreds of Skagit County landowners, and we are
told that the cloud on land title SITC's claims involve is dissuading potential purchasers, suppressing property values,
and deterring investment in the area.

Fot these teasons, we propose that Skagit County and SITC submit the question of whether March's Point is properþ
included in the SITC reservation to a fedetal district court for a binding decision on this matter.

Even long-time business partners occasionally tum to the courts to provide an impanial and amicable resolution of
discrete issues that cannot be resolved otherwise, in the interests ofpreserving and sustaining the parties'broader
telationship.

Similady, here, we believe that submitting this long-standing and contentious question to a federal court, with the
attendant cettainty that would provide, would be a positive step for our community.

We look forwatd to your response.

Sincetely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON
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Ron líesen, Chair
Commissioner

I(enneth A. Dahlstedt
Commissioner

'l800 CONTINENTAL PLACE, MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273 | PHONE (360) 416-1300 | EMAIL commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us



cc: Senator Mada Cantwell
Senator Patty Murray
Representative Rick Latsen
Representative Suzan DelBene
Governot Jay Inslee
Ryan Zinke, Director, US Department of the Interior
Jennifer Washington, Chair, Upper Skagit Indian Tribe
Tom Wooten, Chair, Samish Indian Tribe
Norma Joseph, Chair, Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tdbe
Stanley Speaks, Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Robert Ferguson, Washington State Attorney General
Vikki Smith, Acting Director, Washington Department of Revenue
Richard Weyrich, Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney
Dr. Matk \W'enzel, Supedntendent, Anacortes School District
Chief Roy Horn, Fire Dist¡ict No. 13

Mayor Laurie Gere and Council, City of Anacortes
Mayor Ramon Hayes and Council, Town of La Conner
Dave Thomas, Skagit County Assessor
Island County Board of Commissioners
San Juan County Board of Commissioners
Eric Johnson, l7ashington State Association of Counties
Cory Ettel, Shell Puget Sound Refinery
Matt Gill, Tesoro Anacortes
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