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The National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Database is an inventory
system developed in 1974 by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

NWI data is collected through stereoscopic analysis of high
altitude color infrared aerial photographs. Because methodology
and scope of work impose limitations on the accuracy of the

data, there is an inherent margin of error. As there has been no
attempt in the design of the inventory system to delineate wetland
boundaries, the maps should not be used for regulatory purposes.
They are useful as an initial means of identifying the general
location and extent of wetlands within a region, and when used

in conjunction with hydric soils maps and aerial surveys, as a
starting point for developing more detailed wetland inventories.
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