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LOOKING AT ZONING AND URBAN GROWTH A LITTLE DIFFERENTLY

Skagit County and its Cities and Towns are uniquely situated so that the principles of
sustainable urban areas with open space around them can be achieved. As we keep up on
the new urban ideas for design and development of human scale neighborhoods, whether
in single family areas or mixed use with business and commercial neighbors, we see how
fortunate we are because of our long history of a viable, sustainable agriculture and forest
economy that has made the preservation of major open space areas possible.

SMALL SIZE, BIG IDEAS - As the cover sheet demonstrates, Burlington sits at the
major transportation intersection of the region surrounded by floodplain, river and
farmland. Although there are many skeptics out there, suburban sprawl is NOT on our
agenda. This community is committed to long term economic viability and jobs,
excellent housing opportunities with a focus on affordable, enjoying the sense of place
and community every day with the places to walk, bike, sit by the river or in a park, or
head to a local event!

DOWNTOWN IS ALIVE - Downtown is coming back to life in Burlington and we are
working diligently to fund a central gathering place that will also be a Regional Welcome
Center for the many Scenic Byways that connect here.

ZONING WITH PICTURES - A sampling of our efforts through many a task force is
shown in the draft excerpts from our planned illustrated zoning code.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION -The density bonus credit program for sites located in
multi-family, business, mixed use and commercial zoning districts is designed to create a -
viable option to the transfer and purchase of development rights programs, raising money
for the Skagit Farmland Legacy Program while increasing urban density. The name is
the Burlington Agricultural Heritage Credit Program and it is now in place. All we need
is a strong economy! Other issues include ensuring that there is affordable housing,
including farmworker housing. Today’s new farmworker housing is high density and
should be in urban areas with services. An example is Raspberry Ridge and they need
sanitary sewer NOW.

FIT AT THE EDGES NONMOTORIZED ROUTES AND PLANNED URBAN
SEPARATORS) - Part of the commitment of the State Growth Management Act is to
work to connect cities, towns, rural areas and local governments in a long range
collaborative thinking process with real results on the ground. We all have a long way to
go here, with many difficult issues, but one real winner is partnerships on Nonmotorized
Routes, whether it is smaller gravel in the county’s sealcoat or joint efforts on trails along
Gages Slough. With that as our banner, we can overcome the splits on fish, farms,
buffers, dirty storm water in cities, flood hazard mitigation, environmental restoration

clearly on the table- that is where we hope to spend our efforts in the time to come.

THANK YOU FOR CARING ABOUT OUR FUTURE!



DOWNTOWN BURLINGTON TAKES THE LEAD ON THE FUTURE

The development of a Welcome Center located in Railroad Park is moving
forward as the detailed construction plans are in the final stages. The building is
modeled after the 1909 Burlington Train Station and will provide a prime location
for events and activities. The covered platforms and amphitheater style seating
will provide a site for a variety of events, including music, festivals and markets.
The economic revitalization and redevelopment of the historic Downtown area
will be greatly enhanced by creation of a public community gathering place.

This will also be a regional tourism promotion facility and staff will actively market
this community and the region, encouraging people to stop, shop and stay in this
area. The large Visitor Information Center will focus on the Scenic Byways and
opportunities for visitors locally and around the region. Public restrooms and
ample parking will be provided for those stopping by on their travels or coming to
local events.

Indoor and outdoor interpretative areas and maps that highlight the several
regional byways’ intrinsic natural and cultural features will be presented, along
with the Transportation History of the region, including kiosks and a plaza.

A Rain Garden is planned featuring native byway plants with interpretation. This
will provide stormwater quality treatment and on-site infiltration.

A significant link for nonmotorized travel will be added by extending the Cascade
Trail east from the site two blocks to Lions Park and beginning the connection
through town to the west through the Welcome Center site.

Funding for design was made possible by a Lodging Tax Grant to the Chamber
of Commerce. The project is currently competing for two federal grants that
would fund the remainder of the project and one has been awarded.



Maps, drawings and other information:
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Skagit Sub-Regional 2010 Transportation Enhancement Application




Burlington-Skagit County Regional Byway Landscape Plan Sheet 02

This sheet illustrates the Landscape Plan for the Regional Byway Center, and its
immediate proximity to East Fairhaven, the traditional “Main Street” and downtown core
of Burlington. It depicts the major elements of the landscape plan in relation to the
Regional Byway Center, associated parking and traffic flow. It highlights the plan’s
maximizing use of open green space within the downtown core. It illustrates the Center’s
strong natural attraction for byway travelers and a gathering place for the surrounding
community for outdoor events; festivals, concerts, picnics, pet exercise and street fairs.
Note convenient location to the rail lines for future high speed passenger rail.
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BURLINGTON - SKAGIT COUNTY REGIONAL BYWAY CENTER

Skagit Sub-Regional 2010 Transportation Enhancement Application



Northwest Rendering of Burlington-Skagit County Regional Byway Center Sheet 03

This sheet portrays the view of the Regional Byway Center that a traveler or pedestrian
would see from Fairhaven Avenue. The location of attractive poplars and other native
trees are very apparent as is the inviting nature of the entrance to the Byway Visitor
Center. Also illustrated is the convenient parking and access to the restrooms and green
space.

NORTHWEST RENDERING
BURLINGTON - SKAGIT COUNTY REGIONAL BYWAY CENTER

Skagit Sub-Regional 2010 Transportation Enhancement Application
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ALOT HAPPENS 1N 125 V€ARS!
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Surueyors beean on Fr Island in 1866 and ﬁnished up with the
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