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IMPORTANT
CONTACT INFORMATION

Department of Veteran’s Affairs

1-800-827-1000
www.ba.va.gov/VBA

Social Security Administration
1-800-772-1213

www.ssa.gov/pgm/links_survivor.htm

CREDIT REPORTING AGENCIES

Equifax Trans Union
1-800-888-4213
www.transunion.com

1-800-685-1111

www.equifax.com

Experian
1-888-397-3742
www.experian.com

CoMMON TERMS

AFFIDAVIT—A sworn statement in
writing made before an authority
figure such as an attorney.

ADMINISTRATOR—Someone
who is named to take charge
of an estate or the assets
of an individual who has
died without leaving a will
or formal instructions;
similar to an “executor.”

CERTIFIED—In this use, it refers
to something genuine that has
been officially approved or issued
by a recognized authority such as
a certified death certificate from
the County Health Department
or document from a financial
institution or an attorney.

DECEDENT—The individual
who has died.

ESTATE—AII of the things owned

by the decedent such as property,
household goods and monies.

EXECUTOR—Someone who
is named in a will as the
person who will make sure
that the instructions in the
will are properly followed.

INHERITANCE—Money, property
or goods received from someone
upon that individual’s death.

LIEN—A legal claim on property.

NOTARY—Also known as
a Notary Public, a person
authorized to perform certain
legal formalities, especially to
draw up or certify contracts,
deeds and other documents.

TRUST—A legal arrangement
where assets are managed by
an individual or organization
after someone dies.

WILL—A legal document in
which a person states who
will receive their possessions
upon their death.

AFTER A DEATH OCCURS
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