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This plan was originally developed in 2003 because of the gracious spirit of cooperation 
demonstrated by the Commissioners of Skagit County Dike District #12.  Without their 
commitment and dedication to the hazard mitigation planning process and unselfish willingness 
to partner with the City of Burlington and Skagit County to obtain a Hazard Mitigation Planning 
Grant.  As in 2003, Skagit County Dike District #12 has again stepped forward to provide both 
leadership and financial assistance to complete this 2008 revision of the Skagit County Natural 
hazards Mitigation Plan. 
 
Thanks also to the members of the Skagit Natural Hazards Mitigation Steering Committee for 
the guidance and organization they contributed to the updating of this plan! 
 

Charles Bennett, Commissioner, Skagit County Dike District #12 
Karla Strand, Administrative Assistant, Skagit County Dike District #12 
Margaret Fleek, Planning Director, City of Burlington 
Tom Karsh, Special Projects Administrator, Skagit County Public Works 
Delores McLeod, Administrative Assistant, Skagit County Public Works 
Mark Watkinson, Coordinator, Skagit County Department of Emergency Management 
 
In addition, special thanks go to the following individuals for their assistance in completing the 
2008 update of this plan: 
 
Skagit County Assessor’s Office 
 

Mark Leander, Skagit County Assessor 
Kelly Briggs, Office Manager 
 
Skagit County Geographic Information Systems 
 

Geoff Almvig, Director 
Kari Secrest, GIS Analyst II 
Sean Carson, GIS Analyst II  
 
Skagit County Information Services 
 

Brian Young, Web Site Developer 
 
Skagit Conservation District 
 

Al Craney, District Forester 
Jennifer Hinderman, Firewise Program Coordinator 
 
Concerned Citizens 
 

Carol Ehlers, Skagit County Planning Commission 
Robert Helton, Mount Vernon resident  
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Washington State Military Department, Emergency Management Division 
 

Mark Stewart, State Hazard Mitigation Programs Manager 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region X 
 

Kristen Meyers, Mitigation Planning Manager 
 
URS Corporation 
 

Laura Young, Technical Services Group Manager 
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Funding for the 2008 update of this plan was provided by Skagit County Dike District #12 and 
the Skagit County Department of Emergency Management.  In addition, local jurisdictions, 
Indian tribes, and special purpose districts provided staff time and resources to help complete 
the updating of this multi-jurisdictional plan. 
 
Cover Photos 
 

Various locations in Skagit County during the October, 2003 flood event; photos courtesy of 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, Skagit County Public Works, and Civil Air Patrol. 
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