RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS
SKAGlT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Monday, December 28,1998
9:00a.m. - 9:15a.m.

Public Comment Period
CONSENT AGENDA.

MISCELLANEOUS.
9:30 a.m.

- 1O:OO a.m.

1O:OO a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Consideration of Hearing Examiner's Recommendationfor Approval of
Agricultural Variance for Washington Bulb Company for Property
Located at 1155 McLean Road, Mount Vernon (PL98-0249.REC).
Public Hearing - Supplemental Budget.

The Skagit County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, December 28, 1998,with
Commissioners Robert Hart, Ted W. Anderson, and Harvey Wolden present.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD,
Larry Coliinge, 15274 Snee-Oosh Road, founder of FAIR (Fidalgo Alliance for an Informed Republic), spoke
regarding the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Skagit County Planning Department and the
Swinomish Tribal Community and asked for a response from the County Commissioners pursuant to a request at
the last Public Comment Period.
Chairman Hart suggested formation of a committee to discuss and determine the separation of the Federal issues
from the local issues.
Mr. Coliinge stated that the MOU has a tremendous impact on fee simple land and personal property and was
entered into without any public input. He stated that FAIRS position is that to put fee simple landowners in a
situation where the Tribe has jurisdiction over them is unacceptable. He stated that if FAIR must go to the depth
of Congress to get this sorted out, they will do that, and he emphasized that this particular MOU is not helping
their cause.
Chairman Hart indicated that the Board will have an official response, and has asked legal counsel to review the
particulars of such a response. Under the Brendale'decision. it is questionable what authority counties have.
However, urban growth areas (UGAs) can incorporate and become their own governing entity. Consequently,
with this line of thinking, the Swinomish UGA could incorporate and become its own city and control their own
zoning. Chairman Hart indicated that this type of action has been upheld by the Supreme Court.
Mf. Collinge stated that fee land owners and non-tribal individuals far outnumber the tribal individuals both in body
count and land ownership. He stated that if the Tribe wants to make a closed area as part of the City of
Swinomish, it would probably alleviate the situation as it is now and would define the reservation as more realistic.

Commissioner Anderson stated that the way the MOU was presented to him, it was merely to review one
another's plans, and that the county is under no obligation to be forced to go along with the desires of the Tribe
The purpose was for joint planning with the Tribe. He stated that he is always skeptical of removing rights to
landowners, and did not feel that this MOU did such.
Mr. Collinge stated that the MOU gave the Tribe the right to come on a landowner's property. He stated that he
will defend his land from tribal intrusion.
Steven Aghjayan, PO Box 576,LaConner. stated that entering into voluntary types of agreements gives the Tribe
some sort of legitimacy to collect additional feels and force landowners to work with the Tribe. He stated that
most citizens do not realize that this is a so-called "voluntary" review of the permitting process. He asked the
Board to formally pull back out of this agreement.

