
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
&IT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMlSSl 

Tuesday, January 23,1998 

7% am. - 8:30 am. 

8:30 am. - 9:W a.m. 

9:OO am. - 1O:W am. 

Commissioners' Staff Meeting. 

Work Session - Operations DMdon Manager/Distrlct Maintenance 
supelvlsors. 

Flag salute. 

Planning & Permit Center - Roxanne Michael. Director. 
1) Dlscussk~ - Review of Critical Areas Timeline and Review of 

January 22.1996, Planning Commission Meeting. 
2) Discussion - Recap of All Hands Staff Meeting held Janualy 5. 

1996. 
3) Miscellaneous. 

1000 a.m. - 10:15 am. Consideration - Resdutlon Approvlng an Agricultural Variance for 
Summersun Greenhouse Co.. 400 E. Cdiege Way, Mount Vernon (AGV 
95450). 

Work Session - Revlew of 1995 SdM Waste Acttvtties and Revlew d 
Tasks for 1996. 

Work Session - Comprehensive Plan Review. 

1015 am. - 11:W a.m. 

1:30 pm. - 3:30 p.m. 

The Skagit County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, January 23, lQM, with 
Commissioners Ted W. Anderson, Harvey Wolden and Robert Hart present 

IT CFNTER - Roxanne Michael. Dlrectw 

1. m s s i o n  - Review of C rtticai Areas Time line and Review of Ja nuarv 22. 1996. P ianniOg 
Commission M e  

Oscar Graham, Planning Staff, confirmed that the time line Is reported that at the Monday, 
January 22,1996. meeting. 50 people testified against the ordinance and none testified in favor 
of the ordinance. Mr. Graham stated that It was very dear at thls meeting that there was 
opposition from both sides of this Issue. Mr. Graham pointed out that both the developers and 
the environmentalists strongly disapproved of the ordinance. 

Mr. Graham informed the Board of four issues that seemed to be of public concern. 

1) The use of map resources. Mr. Graham rewed that most people commented on the 
inadequacy of the map. 

Exemptions - Mr. Graham also statd that the Exemption lssue was contentlous and 
although bdh sides expressed their concern. the environmentalists focused on the 
agricultural exemptions. 

Use of qualified professionals - Mr. Graham noted that the comments heard in this 

2) 

3) 
regard were of concern that the County did not have adequate staff to make 
accurate determinations in regard to critical areas. 

4) Use of administrative discretion - Based on testimony, Mr. Graham observed a general 
concern in this area. 
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Mr. Graham alerted the Board to his concern as to how the Plannlng Commission will m e  
h a r d  next Monday evening, as some issues can be addressed. however, questloned whether 
these could be resolved In one evening. 

Commissioner Hart responded to the issue of map resources and pointed out that extensive 
mapplng would require tremendous funding. Commissioner Hart expressed his disapproval of 
putting this burden on the taxpayer. Commissioner Halt contlnued to discuss the aspect of in- 
house training in this regard and the directbe to comply with regulations, without any funding. 

Mr. Graham discussed the concept of utUlzing the maps for site specific assessments and 
predicted that these could not be accomplished merely by what is illustrated on paper, 88 on a 
map. 

Chalrman Anderson noted that trying to gage the Growth Hearing Board’s response Is dlfflcult, 
however. Chairman Anderson stated his suspicion that the Growth Hearings Board will possibly 
turn down anything the County submits. 

Mr. Graham reminded the Board that a R&utlon has been signed directing the Planning 
Commission to proceed with this Comp Plan. A discussion ensued. 

Roxanne Michael. Director, stated that the actual Implementation of the proposed ordinance 
might not be that different than what is currently in place, unless single family resldences are 
induded. Ms. Michael stated that the fear level on this issue might possibly be higher than 
necessary. 

A discussion ensued in regard to the Implementation and appeal process. 

A discussion continued In regard to identifying single family residences and the aqufer recharge 
area and Chairman Anderson stated his disapproval of the aqulfer within his district, stating his 
concern of the effect on his constituents. 

The discussion contlnued further in this regard and in regard to the proposed buffer zones 

Tom Karsh, Planning Staff, commented on the concept of predictability. Mr. Karsh stated that 
last night dearly indicated there is currently uncertainty and It appears that the ordinance does 
not pass the predictability test on either side of the issue. Mr. Karsh emphasized that it Is crucial 
that whatever we end up with in the end, should be able to pass the predictability test. 

Commissioner Hart urged the passing of the critical areas ordinance and the Comprehensive 
Plan, even though not perfect. Commissioner Hart urged implementation of something we can 
at least live with. and then if it doesnt work. we could go back and correct it at this time. as this 
mlght be a continuing situation. 

m s i o n  - R ~ D  of Ail Hands Sta ff Meetina held Januarv 5. 19!3&. 2. 

Ms. Michael stated that the critical areas and comp plan has consumed much staff time all time, 
llmitlng the time available for the recent reorganization Issue. 

Ms. Michael reported that the staff meeting had good interaction with everyone in attendance 
and mentioned that structure and goals were discussed. Ms. Michael stated that people seemed 
to be working well together and it Is going well. in spite of the all the work on the comp plan. 



go Record of the Proceedin 
Page 3 m 
January 23,1996 

3. M[scellaneous. 

1. Mr. Karsh mentioned that on Tuesday, February 6, 1996, there will be a work sesslon 
to review a coupre of ordinances and the Comprehensive Plan. it was restated that 
February 12, 1996. Is the target date for adoption of the Comprehendve Plan. 

Mr. Karsh reported that since the interim Contrds Ordinance was IHted. there has been 
a total of 10 applications, most of which would have been submHtaMe without the lifting 
of the Ordinance. Mr. Karsh stated that he did not notice an increase since the removal 
of this Ordinance. 

2. 

CONSiDERATlON - RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGRICULTURAL VARIANCE FOR 
SUMM E RSUN GRE E NHOUS E CO. .400 E. COLLEGE WAY. MOUNT VERN 0 N . I A GV 95050l  

Jim CahUi. Planning Staff. stated that Planning recommends approval of the above referenced varlanm. 

Commissioner Wdden made a motion to approve the Resolution, as presented. Commissioner Hart 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. jResolutio n # 1 603 4L. 

1. Patti Chambers, Administrative Coordinator, presented a Memorandum of Agreement with 
Commonground effective January 1. 1996, to December 31, 1996. Commissioner Hart made a 
motion to approve the agreement, as presented. Commissioner Wdden seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. JContracI #02764h 

Ma Chambers presented a Personal Services Agreement with Skagit Preschool and Resource 
Center (SPARC), for the term of May 2,1995. untU terminated to provlde therapy sewicea for 
children, compensation In the amount of $3,OOO for therapy services. Commissioner Hart made 
a motion to approve the agreement, as presented. Commissioner Wdden seconded the motion 
and It passed unanimously. jConl rad #027652 

Ms. Chambers presented a Memorandum of Understanding with GTE. Northwest, to provlde a 
building at no cost, commencing on January 6, 1996, for the purpose of a Disaster Recovery 
Workshop Center for the period of four to sbc weeks. Commissioner Hart made a motion to 
approve the Memorandum. as presented. Commlssloner Wolden seconded the motion and it 

2. 

3. 

passed unanimously. jcontract #O 2 7881 
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ADJOURNM ENT. 

Chairman Anderson made a motion to adjourn the proceedings. Commissloner Wdden seconded the 
m o t h  and it passed unanimously. 

AllEST. 
A 

skagit c o ~ n f y  Commissioners 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SK4GlT COUNTY, WA 

Harvey Wdden, Commissloner 

Robert Haft, Commissioner 


